
 

 

 
 

 
 

February 7th, 2018  
 
The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, P.C., M.P. Prime Minister of Canada, Ottawa 
Romeo Saganash, M.P., House of Commons, Ottawa   
 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario  
Canada K1A 0A6   
 
Re: Bill C-262 

Dear Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and Member of Parliament Romeo Saganash, 

The Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment wishes to express its strong support 

for Bill C-262, which commits the Government of Canada to implementing the UN Declaration 

on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP).  

Our organization, the Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment (CAPE) is a 

voluntary, non-profit, non-governmental organization that works to better human health by 

protecting the planetary ecosystem and addressing issues of environmental degradation.  

UNDRIP is a global human rights instrument setting out minimum standards for the “survival, 

dignity and well-being” of Indigenous peoples around the world. 

In its Calls to Action, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission named UNDRIP as “the 

framework” for Canadians to come together to redress the terrible harms inflicted on Indigenous 

peoples throughout this country’s history. 

Not all people are affected by environmental issues equally. A disproportionate burden of 

exposure to environmental risks is experienced by socially marginalized communities, for 



systemic and historic reasons. A United Nations Report (2009) found that Indigenous peoples in 

Canada were 90 times less likely to have access to safe drinking water than other Canadians. (1) 

Many Indigenous communities have expressed concerns with regard to contamination of their 

air, water, and soil, and described higher than average rates of cancer and other illnesses in their 

communities (2).  

Studies from UNBC and SFU have identified that fracking severely disrupts First Nations 

communities in the area. The cumulative effects of intense resource extraction, including “two 

large-scale hydroelectric dams, 11 mines (gold-copper, coal), 8,000 oil and gas well sites, eight 

wind farms, various support facilities, 10,000 pipelines, numerous power lines, and smaller uses 

such as agriculture and guide-outfitting” erode Indigenous rights, mental health and traditional 

ways of life and culture (3,4).   

Many Indigenous people living in urban centres live in sub-optimal conditions; they are twice as 

likely to be poor as non-Indigenous people, increasing their risk of living in substandard housing 

or experiencing homelessness. (5) 

We feel that the implementation of UNDRIP is critical to promoting environmental health and 

environmental justice for Canada’s First Peoples, acknowledging that this is only one step in a 

long but important process. Many laws and policies in Canada are based in a colonial mindset, 

and will require considerable reworking to address the systemic inequity which harms the health 

and human rights of Indigenous peoples.  

In the Journal of Environmental Law and Practice, Mitchel (2015) writes “In its simplest form, 

environmental justice promotes the concept that environmental harms, such as air pollution, and 

environmental benefits, such as access to public green spaces, should be equitably distributed, 

without discrimination on the basis of socio-economic status, race, ethnic origin, or (particularly 

in the Canadian context) residence on a First Nations reserve.” (2) 

Bill C-262 provides a framework for bringing UNDRIP to the next stages of implementation in 

Canada and we urge you to enact it with all expediency. 

 



 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Dr R.Warren Bell BA MDCM CCFP FCFP(LM), Past Founding President, CAPE Rural 

Preceptor, University of BC, Salmon Arm, BC  

 

Dr. Amy Anne Lubik, BSc, PhD, Member of Canadian Association of Physicians for the 

Environment (CAPE)- BC Chapter 
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