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CAPE - Who are we?
Ø Mission:  Work to protect human 

health by protecting the planet

Ø Non-profit organization directed by a 
Board of Medical Doctors 

Ø Staff campaigns: 

Ø Pesticides & Coal Plants & Active 
Travel  

Ø Volunteer Activities: 

Ø Fracking, Site C Dam, Asbestos, 
Nuclear Energy, Active 
Transportation, Health Impact 
Assessments
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Climate Change – Threat to Global Health

Ø WHO – Climate Change is the greatest 
public health threat of the 21st Century.

Ø WHO – will produce 250,000 additional 
premature deaths per year by 2030 from 
heat stress, diarrhea, malaria and 
malnutrition. 

Ø Already producing 400,000 premature 
deaths worldwide. 
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Climate Change & Health Equity

Ø Globally, wealthy countries are heavy 
emitters; Poor countries are heavy hit 

Ø Food & water shortages

Ø Lacking public health 
infrastructure

Ø Within Canada, low income 
populations can be harder hit as well

Ø Heat waves in urban centres

Ø Indigenous populations in the 
north
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Climate Change & Chronic Disease Nexus

Ø Second Lancet Health and Climate 

Change Commission concluded that:

Ø Significant health benefits could be 
associated with the transition to: 
Ø renewable energy

Ø active transportation

Ø sustainable agriculture

Ø energy-efficient buildings 
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Coal Plants – Globally - Climate & Air Pollution

Ø Globally - coal plants - 29% of GHG 
Ø Globally - coal plants - huge source of air 

pollution 
Ø Globally – air pollution - 3.7 million 

premature deaths per year
Ø Heart disease & strokes
Ø Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
Ø Lung cancer
Ø Acute lower respiratory infections -

children 
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Closing Ontario Coal Plants

Ø In 1999, coal plants in Ontario produced: 

Ø almost one third of the electricity

Ø 20% of greenhouse gas emissions

Ø 23% of sulphur dioxide emissions

Ø 14% of nitrogen oxide emissions

Ø 23% of the mercury emissions 

Ø Air Pollution Health benefits - $3 billion per 
year
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Emissions & Air Levels in Ontario – 2003-2013
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Closing Alberta’s Coal Plants

Ø Collaborating with Pembina Institute

Ø In 2011, 6 plants emitted: 

Ø 17% of Greenhouse Gases 

Ø 33% of sulphur dioxide 

Ø Accelerated phase-out could prevent: 

Ø 600 premature deaths

Ø 500 emergency room visits

Ø Valued at $3 billion from 2015-2035
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Alberta Coal Campaign 
Ø Focus on Immediate 

Health Benefits

Ø Meetings with Party 
Leaders

Ø Ad campaigns –
transit signs

Ø Conference with 
Party Leaders

Ø Op-eds & Press 
Releases
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Alberta Coal Campaign 
Ø Op-eds

Ø Press Releases

Ø Submission to Leach 
Commission from Health 
Groups

Ø Full-page ad: more 
health groups.

Ø Phase-out Announced 
Nov 2015

Ø Supportive blogs & 
press releases during 
implementation
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Closing Canada’s Coal Plants 
Ø 14 plants – 4 provinces - AB & SK & NS & NB
Ø 8.5% of Canada’s GHGs
Ø 12 of top 25 emitters of Sulphur Dioxide
Ø Top 2 emitters of Mercury
Ø Pembina Study found that a 2030 phase-out 

would prevent:
Ø an additional 1,008 premature deaths
Ø 871 hospital admissions or emergency 

room visits between 2015 & 2035. 
Ø Valued at nearly $5 billion
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Canada Coal Campaign
u Monthy Meetings

u Health Letter to Minister

u Health Op-eds in 
regional & national 
papers 

u Health Collaborative 
Submission on Coal 
Plants to the 
Federal/Provincial 
Working Group on 
Climate Change – 15 
Health Groups
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Canada Coal Campaign
u Articles in the CMAJ 

u Op-ed in the Globe & Mail 
– CAPE & CMA

u Press event on Parliament 
Hill – release report

u Meeting with MPs & 
Ministers

u Government Announced 
Phase-out – November 
2016

u Follow-up op-eds & press 
releases 
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Closing Coal Plant’s Worldwide

Ø Global Health Statement on Coal Plants 
Ø Collaborated with TckTckTck, & Global Climate 

Health Alliance:   
Ø 82 organizations from 30 countries signed on 

to the Statement
Ø Representing 300,000 health professionals 

around the world
Ø Released before the G7 meeting with op-eds 

and press releases from countries around the 
world in May 2016

Ø Op-ed in Edmonton Journal with the CPHA
Ø Social media campaign
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Health Evidence, Credibility & Influence

Ø Health Professionals are Powerful Policy 
Influencers

Ø Public cares about health issues

Ø Public trust health professionals

Ø Decision-makers care about health care costs 
& feel comforted by broad health support

Ø Must use Credible Evidence to:

Ø Maintain Confidence of Decision-makers

Ø Cultivate Health Allies 

Ø Defend against Powerful Interest Groups
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http://cape.ca/

https://twitter.com/CAPE_Doctors

https://www.facebook.com/capedoctors/

kim@cape.ca
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