
 

 

 
Time to Protect Alberta Children from Pesticides 

 
Although some 80 per cent of Canadians live in communities that have restrictions 
on the non-essential uses of pesticides on lawns and gardens, such protection is 
lacking in Calgary, Edmonton, and most other cities and towns in Alberta.  
 
There are good reasons why communities elsewhere have bylaws prohibiting 
cosmetic uses of toxic pesticides, and why they commit to using only safer 
substances in parks and on playgrounds.  
 
Pesticide Health Risks 
Scientific research has shown that exposure to pesticides is associated with serious 
health risks, especially for children. Pesticides have been linked to birth defects and 
low birth weights among babies, learning disabilities and delays in motor 
development among children, and several different types of cancer and other 
neurological impacts in adults. In many studies, the harmful effects among children 
were related to the exposure of their mothers during pregnancy or to children’s 
exposure at a young age.   
 
A poll conducted for CAPE in 2016 found that over 60 per cent of Albertans are 
worried about pesticide health risks and favour increased restrictions on the 
cosmetic uses of pesticides in their communities.  
There are much safer alternatives that don’t put kids’ health at risk while keeping 
lawns and parks looking great. 
 

Tell your candidates 
The current municipal elections in Alberta are an excellent opportunity to tell local 
candidates that you support restrictions that protect children from exposure to toxic 
pesticides.  
 
Here are links to lists of candidates for mayor and council in Edmonton, Calgary and 
in other communities across the province. An e-mail or phone call will let them 
know this is an issue that you care about.  
 

Children in Alberta deserve protection from pesticide risks, 
the same as children elsewhere in Canada. 

It’s time. 
 

__________________ 
 

https://data.edmonton.ca/City-Administration/2017-Edmonton-General-Election-Candidate-List-and-/dyig-uuu4/data
http://www.calgary.ca/election/Pages/meet-the-candidates/default.aspx
http://www.municipalaffairs.alberta.ca/documents/2017%20Alberta%20General%20Municipal%20General%20Elections%20-%20Candidates%20by%20Municipality%20Type.pdf

